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they  were 
traveling 
from  Hunts- 
vSe,  AU  Id 
AdaiAB  to 
catcfaafli^ 
for  a  nua- 
afoo  trip  to  HARMENING 
Botswana 

wrecked  oo  a  busy  Geoigia 
tfadou^i&re. 

Seveoleen-yearoid  Sarah 
HatnMSBDg  waa  kflled  when 
dw  bua  from  HuntsviDe'a  Mt. 
Zion  C^cb.  a  cooperating 
maaoibcr  of  die  AWtanid  Bap- 
dal  Comaaipa.  craaheit  inio 
a  guardraS  and  wturned  on 
CSKm>  Creek  Parkway  far  Fdl- 
tcnCountv.  It  was  apparently  a 
one-vehidie  aocident 

Televiaian  atatfoo  WXIA  in 
Adanta  rqiarted  diet  four  or 
five  people  vreie  tranfSported 
to  krori  honctak  in  critical 
romlilirm.  wld>  10-15  others 
tnuMMcted  in  fab  to  staUe 
ooodniotia.  The  Adanta  JouTDdl 
Cooedtutioa  newspaper  report¬ 
ed  a  total  of  33  injuries,  count¬ 
ing  minor  injuries. 
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The  Father-Child  Prayer  Connect 


Pnnrw:  A  FattMfli  Embrace 

ahmw  had  an  BicndUe  love  oonnectiao 
w«h  her  dad.  >Vfaen  ihe  ww  tn^  die 

fed  eeeheoo^  into  d»  aims 

tei{itfaitttm)uld  scream. 'Owidv.  I 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


had  heard  tin  «*m« 

Kj^y  Gliam  briBre  si^ 
^aaiptisrf  pi 

S«vi»;;  i„-nc  otfW 


.  Mtaeths  about  OIK  imaan) 
*«■  CteiaL  Atb— >  illiat 


■ad  it,  hetv^ 

tUdffiiraa 

P^IiirbrS 

IttBnvo 

WjifeAi 


twv-  wtnriifi  mi  s»m  on. 

Honyaad,]gBg^aimd.iyr- 
o^bei^eBkaba  at  ttefamsK 

ftb-wtUi  a 

^j|orfSSnait»i»Oyfy  Bi  II,  ,H|^ 


- OUCWJ,  jummw,  A 

low  ynd  I  kwe  ^  You’Kte  heat  dadd> 

D  the  nAoie  wide  world!' So  it  is  with  our 
Heavenly  Father.  He  wants  US  Id  awaken 
every  ihy  and  run  into  HkatTnR,i>Btnp 
Hm  how  much  we  love  Him.  Our  mo^fcr 
“““?«■«»  of  love  is  solely  to  emew  our 
Han.  As  w*  pray,  we  leieeae 
aO  our  bye  fcr  the  Imd  God  and  we  M  Kb 
unmtititional  love  far  ue.  Do  you  need  tD  feel 
sXfaodicaDybved?  Howlonahas  kbeec 
stoM  you  ran  to  the  Lord  to  adore  Hhn  ami 

tatheftroogannsorabviiKFatberCRo- 
“““  Prw  that  jour  first  misaion 

ewiy  day  wiB  be  to  bve  and  be  bved  by  Him. 

Prayer  A  Father's  Parspactiva 

Atten^  a  ^  pmade  oomplete  with 
ttoata  and  marching  bands  fills  the  heart  of 

of  the  parade  is  blocked  by  dK  fab  people 

buOTg  in  front  of  her?  A  caring  fethprnm 
?fTJ**^.*^*y*!%8‘S>bblime  child  to 
™  *p<dto  to  help  nan/her  see  above  the 

barriers 

i  5°'5.E?*™‘***^«*’view.'ntostnK‘ 
g  gw  othfe  can  block  our  view.  Prayer  can  if 
I  «dP»thsip«ai  gain  God’s  pesipective  on 
tte  problems.  Aa  we  paay.  we  esn  see  with 
ckarer  vision,  attain  powerftd  b^to  and 

Ood  to  Ift  ui  abovf*  oir 

I  ^.SSSMSS^iS- 

5=M-15).  ^  ft»  eyes  to 
I  MHispeispectivemeveiyaaualtonariife. 


The  Softer  Side 

with  Cindy  Townsend 


What?  When?  Where? 

How?  Who?  The  quertioDs  were  endl^  and 
amuanfc  Are  we  not  the  same  way  when  we 

apwoach  pur  Heavenly  Father  in  prayer? 
Fate,  this  hqwening  ri^now? 

^er,  who  is  going  to  be  there  to  h^  me? 
F«to.  how  ami  going  to  make  ft  thnwaih 
pis?  Prayer  helps  us  gain  His  wisdom  and 
become  enoouiagsd  deep  within  our  soul 
J«w  oftm  answers  our  questions  with  two 

wise  words:  Thist  Me.  When  ovetv^ebn- 

mg  questions  fiU  our  lives,  we  are  called  to 
pny  ^  listen  intently  for  His  wue  counsel 
(Matthew^).  Pray  for  His  wise  counsel  to 
strengthen  yoa 

Praymr  A  Father's  Presence 

A  feeb  so  secure  in  the  pPEs- 

««rfhK^,erfother.  He/She  knows  his/ 
bsdad  IS  there  to  protect,  love,  and  care  for 
mv  evei^  need.  &en  though  our  earthh 
&thCT  pstres  to  care  for  us  at  an  times,  be 
ispptocafly  limited  to  a  specific  place  and 
Uiu^Howwuodetfriltobiowweareitover 
oitele  the  presenoe  of '-ur  Heavenly  Father 
whoever  we  ate.  In  the  mkhft  of  our 
natone,  we  can  can  His  name  and  He  heats 
wBon^GooveiBationwitfaGodtliiDudi- 
eafttfaedaybriBjgianawareneasofHk 
pre^  andpower.  IVactk*  Hbjweaence 


an  intsnacy  io  ycuT  raM 
that  wiD  bf  life  suatainiii 
$  >7)  ihay  for  a  ooa&id 
preeence  of  the  lord. 

Hqipy  Father's  Day! 


ioos^pwi^Hfa^ 
awareness  of  the 


Praynr  A  Father's  Wisdom 


tecord 


Townsend  is  executive  director- 

the  Mississippi  Woman's 
Mtaumary  Union/Women's  Ministries 
awdhary  to  theMissis^^  Baptist 
Convention.  She  may  be  contacted  at 
cfott’nsendt^mbcii.org. 
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LifeWay  Research 
exposes  America's 
big  cultural  fears 


Among  Americans  : 

Which  of  these  feelings  do  you  seek  to  avoid  the  most? 

Shame  HHHHBBBHHIBBHHI 38% 

Guik  ■■■■■■■■■■  31% 

fear 


Which  of  these  desires  is  the  strongest  in  your  life? 

For  personal  freedom  HHHHIHHHBHi  40% 

To  overcome  BHHBBHHIHHi  38% 

For  respect  iHHHHHHBHIH  31% 


Which  of  these  directions  do  you  value  the  most? 

Reaching  BBjHHHHHHHiPBHBHBII 

Bringing  honor  to 
friends  and  family 
Having  friends  h 
in  high  places  ™ 


UskiiMi  tAnm  rtmiiri  nkore  than  those  vr-hu  are  high 

Making  Mom  prouo  graduates  or  leas  (47%). 

Some  of  the  most  interest-  Nones  (63%)  value  reaching 
ing  findings  came  when  re-  their  potential  more  than  Chris- 
searchera  asked  Americans,  tians  (46  percent).  Those  with- 
*Which  of  these  directions  do  out  evan^ica]  bdiefa  l53tS) 
■you  value  moat?”  >4«A;onne^V  value  teaching  th^  potentUd 
said-  Theii  optiooa:  mote  than  those  with  avangeli- 

■  Pearhlng  ny  potential  cal  beUeft  C43S(). 

■  BciiKiii&  honor  tp  bmily  Clutottens  (sn^)  value 

andmera  bringing  honor  to  CtmlK  atm 

■  HaviMfiriendstahighplaoes  friends  more  than  nones  (33»)- 

Almost  no  one  (three  per-  Those  who  attend  a  religiou.-; 

cent)  ch^  having  friends  in  service  once  a  month  or  more 
hijdi  [daces.  Instead.  Americans  (56%)  value  brinong  honor  to 
were  split  almost  down  the  mid-  family  and  friend-s  more  than 
die  between  reachii^  their  po-  those  who  attend  les-s  than  once 
tential  (51%)  and  bringing  hon-  a  month  (4?^.)-  ,  , 

or  to  faSUy  and  friemfa  (4b'>t)  McConnell  us  skeptical  of  <.iu- 

McConnell  sees  a  link  be-  uniling  in  the  survev  -  the  hIim 
tween  the  two.  Americans  arc  few  tocricaas  value  having 
ambitious,  he  said,  but  it’s  not  friends  in  lugh  placi-s^  He  «(.ii 
alwavs  ambition  for  its  own  ders  whether  son«'  Amencans 
sake  “We  want  the  people  we  are  ashainH  to  admit  tnc>  want 
love  to  We  proud  of  us.  Few  of  to  We  wvH  connt^ied. 
us  want  to  let  our  family  ami  Perliaps,  he  said,- 
friends  down"  tx’"*"'" 

’  Aiming  other  findings,  tlHise  than  having  rich  friends.  We 
with  a  gLhiatc  degn-c  all  want  to  b<-  ajtpreciated  bv 

value  reaching  their  potential  the  ones  we  love. 


MixM  nwtlvMlOns  avoid  shame 

Shaming  has  been  a  pert  rf 

. _ .at  iraM  fhp  fiToco  non'Ctuifitivi  Buths  w 

tfli; 

Sinie  then,  Antsricans  have 
been  more  concerned  about  PefSOfUll  frBBdoin 

MS:onnell*«iid.  Tha?s  UfeWay 

sh^  how  churches  have  pre-  ^inmcsBiB^  ^ 
sentrf  their  faith  to  the  public,  d^.  When 

^  what  they  desire  most  from  a  list 

said  UfeWay  Re-  of  ootions  40  *  name  per^ 
aeimh^tedtoknoUifguihis 

srtiB  a  major  iwue  for  Amencana,  respect  while  28%  my  the>  de 
that  mirfa  affect  how  siretooverex^  _ 


Proposal  assists  genocide  victims  in  Iraq,  Syria 

—  ..  _  e,i,-  i.ith  I.,-;,.  Iwirii  .ire  now  killing  i/Til  bv  IS  blit  the  t  nitiil  St...  . 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The 
U.S.  House  of  Repiesentativt* 
apptowKl  legistotion  June  6  to 
assist  Chtis&aiw  and  titto  sur 
vivDca  <rf  genocide  coimnitted  oy 
the  i-iMJr  State  (IS)  ^  bring 
the  oerpetrators  to  ju*ice. 

■ftie  House  in  a  voiee  vote 
wifitout  oppositioa  the 
1^  md  ^tia  Genocide  Emer- 

rcy  RdM  and  Aocountabd- 
Act  (aR.  390).  '»'»*  stiD 


requires  li.S.  Senate  approval 
benirc  going  to  I  .S.  President 
Oonald  Trump,  would  pnivide 
humanitBrian  aid  to  t^iristiMies 
Yai^^  Shia  Muslims  and  other 

rdigSous  and  ethnic  minorities  in 

the  two  Middle  East  countries. 

legislation  would  aiso 
vwMid  promote  criminal  investi- 
mtions  and  prosecutionB  rf  to- 
lotM  remonaible  fat  genocidal 

acte  and  ertnes  igainrt  humanity. 


The  Southern  KaptLst  htlfi- 
g  RHigious  Liberty  Commi-wion 
(ERLC)  in  NashvUle  Ls  working 
for  the  proposal’s  enactment. 

'When  It  comes  to  the  mur¬ 
derous  slaughter  of  t^  innocent 
throughout  the  Middle  Ea-st, 
we  cannot  show  moral  indif- 
fwnce,’  ERU  President  Rus¬ 
sell  Moore  told  Baptist  Press 
in  written  comments.  'So™  of 
the  areas  in  which  the  Christian 


faith  wa-.  Isirn  .in-  now  killing 
tield-v 

"Historv  lia.v  .-ihown  us  tiuit 
when  the  Cniteii  Slates  does  not 
act.  religknis  freedom  hemniev 
imperiled,  so  I  hope  thi-  S^le 
will  act  swiftly  hi  exjx-ditc  thh-  bill 
in  its  chamber  ■ 

Non-profit  orjpnizatioas 
have  provided  humanitarian  as¬ 
sistance  to  Iraqi-s  and  Syrian-s 
displaced  and  otherwise  victim 


i/rti  bv  IS  hut  Ihi-  t  iiiti-ii  St.i;--: 
government  has  vet  to  iki  -'.>.-saio 
Rep.  Chris  S'niitli  (K  N-M  chiel 
sponsor  of  the  measure 

In  Man-h  'goih.  then  I  S  Sts  ■ 
n-tao  ot  ^'«te  .lolui  Kerry  di-s 
ignatisi  tlic  lenuits-t  campaign 
by  IS  as  genocide.  No  IS  niem- 
hi?T  has  been  trwd  (or  genocide, 
crimes  against  humai^',  or  war 
crimes  since  then,  reliraius  aec- 
dom  advocates  saki  in  March 
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thatldid 


could  be  aonnicfa  better, 


Vacation  Bible  School 


College  News 

9“”P  *5  -30-  Deadline  to 

$500.  For  infonnation,  call  DotSe  at  (60O  Q! 


Htoecomings 


Li  ka-J>‘  :1 .«  ♦  ■  • 

SCOTUS  turns 


away  religious  liberty  appeal 

unsuc-  (TAAFt  *i ~  ^  ^ 


that  ^eriing  had  uaed  unsuc- 
c^wlly  m  her  defense,  said 
Wwer,  a  fonoer  naval  aviator 
^  dnects^  FRCi  Center  for 
Reimaus  Liberty. 

‘‘ineCoun  should  have  talcen 
tne  opportunity  to  daiify  that 
W’RA  {MotectB  re%ioas  esqms- 
sxm  tn  the  militaiy  such  as  vshat 

IS  at  issue  in  this  case.  Unftiitu- 
natdy,  that  must  wait  until  an¬ 
other  day,*  Weber  said  June  sth 
in  a  FRC  press  release. 

*In  the  meantime,  we  must 
nope  that  leaving  this  ruling  in 
Pwoe  is  not  interpreted  Iw  any¬ 
one  u  pomissiaii  to  continue  to 
scrub  religious  expression  from 
our  mdita^,' he  added. 

First  Lib^  Institute  began 

repnsenhng  SteriiiK  in  2016.  ap¬ 
peal  her  case  before  the  mffi- 
^  8  bluest  coutt,  the  Court  of 
Appeals  for  the  Armed  Forees 


(CAAF).  Defeated  there.  First 
Ijnerty  aiqiealed  to  die  U5.  Su- 
Cwirt  on  Dec.  23, 2016. 
•^uice  the  Supreme  Court 
did  not  decide  to  review  the 
the  travesty  below  ^  the 
Court  of  Appeals  ftir  the  Armerf 


ensure  our  nation’s  brave  ser-  < 
vire  members  do  not  lose  their  Lei 
rehgio^  ^om.  We  will  con-  Mai 
tinue  tire  fight  fr>r  religious  lib-  sor' 

etn-m  the  armed  forces  through  her 

other  matters  and  through  leg¬ 
islative  efforts.* 

Steiing  had  used  RFRA  and 
First  Amendment  r^ts  to  leli- 
goiB  exoression  in  h»  defense, 

Naw  Marine  Corps  Ceurt 
of  Ctuninaf  Appeals  said  RFKA 
did  not  apply.  Sharing  BMe  vers-  them  i 

amstitme  religious  said,  and  ^ 
®  reli^  shortly  thereafter. 
*®™“rtsaidui  Despite  Sterl 
Its  August  2016  niling 

As  a  result  erf  her  discharge 
after  being  reduced  to  the  lemest 
militao  rank,  Steriing  has  ex-  suppoi 
I^encKi  great  financial  hard-  ju^, 

niight  have  difticuitv  receiving  ling’s  s 
veterans  benefits.  ^  Scrint., 


turned  aw^ 
a  former  Ma- 
line's  appeal 
Family 

search  Council 
(FKC) 

sentative  TYa- 
viaWeberraid 
The  court 

dlbredfol.^ 

the  appeal  of  former  Lance 
Corporal  Monifii  Sterling,  dis¬ 
charged  in  2013  for  l»d  con- 
ouct  aircr  she  refused  to  re- 
displays  of  Isaiah  54:17 
from  her  workstation. 


'  01  201^  wnen  her  supervi- 
and  drfll  sergeant  ordered 
.  to  remove  the  personalized 
v^ons  of  Lsaiah  54:17  from  her 
work  pea.  The  supervisor  said 
she  didn^  like  the  tone*  of  the  of¬ 
ten-quoted,  “No  weapon  formed 
against  you  shall  prosper.” 

Sterfing  peisisted  m  reposting 
tte  Scripture  after  someone  put 
thm  m  the  trash.  Fust  Uberty 
said,  and  w;^  court-martialed 

Despite  Sterling's  support 
^m  religious  liberty  advocates, 
fomier  r.S.  Army  chief  of  cliap- 

lairsL'  rVviievIn.-.  _ _  j  •  1  »  ' 


_  _  -  -3;. — Is  for  the  Armed 

Forces  win  now  stand,*  said 
and  CEO 

KeUy  Shackdford. 

“The  militaiy  court’s  outra¬ 
geous  decision  means  federal 
judges  and  military  officials  can 
our  service  members  of 
theu  constitutional  rights  just 
because  they  don’t  think  some¬ 
one’s  religipus  beliefe  are  impor¬ 
tant  enough  to  be  protected  Our 
serinre  members  deserve  bet¬ 
ter,  he  said 

^iKkelford  vowed  to  contin- 
for  religious  liberty 
ot  U.S.  service  members.  ‘We 
will  now  work  even  harder  to 


The  court 


Christian  denied 
treatment,  dies  ii 
Muslim  Pakistan 


UMERKOT  errv.  Pakistan  (BP 
•nd  lo^  reports)  -  A  Chris¬ 
tian  sanhatioo  worker  in  Pakwtan 
whom  MuaUm  dexXon  dedaied 

unclean'  and  rridsed  to  treat 
fwte  Ramadan  died  June  1  Arm 
uyuifes  mjflerad  on  hs  Job,  Morn¬ 
ing  Star  New«  reported 

Irfen  Masih  died  of  exposure 
to  poisonous  gw  while  trjW  to 
clear  a  .sewage  line.  Moming^r 
said  Doctors 
at  Omerkut 
Uvil  Hospital 
refused  to  treat 

him  during  the  m 

Muslim  Itoh  V**-; 
month  of  Ra-  i  t 

madan  because  ma>..  -x(S 
the  sewerage  jft- 
that  dirtH'd  I 

him  during  th.'  masih 
manlxvlr  acn- 

dent  made  liini  “lux  lean"  iind  lui- 
touchable.  Masihs  brother  Ikiba 
.Masih  told  Morning  Star. 

The  death  conics  as  the  Par- 
liament  in  the  [iiajorib,  Muslin 
country  considers  amending  the 
26->ear-«ld  "Kcspect  for  Ranui- 
dan“  law  to  increase  penalties 
against  those  who  l>mk  the  fast 
that  is  a  major  part  of  the  ohser- 
yaiKe.  the  Australian  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Coqi.  reported  .lime  .3. 

Christians  often  face  danger 
being  minorities  in  majority  Mus¬ 
lim  aruntiies  during  the  month 


attributed  m  tlx  fast,  but 
tiiOT  oxild  be  many  reasons  for 
l»  of  reportinR  or  my  nut  hearhw 

Ul  such  **  _ Cl 


of  happenfafc"  Bdraa  said 
^  More  accurately,  Edens  said, 

'  .°»e  worker  may  have  been  laftised 

treaUaent  because  of  tribal  and 
sectarian  barriers  amplibed  by 
Ramadan  ohaervance.* 

“Muslims  are  encouraged  to 
focus  their  enemies  arxl  thiNighls 
/on  God  during  Ramadan...  VvTk-ii 
thinking  about  the  creator,  profi's- 
.sional  nKxlic.-il  dixtors  s.h«uld  lx- 
helping  thos*’  aninrKl  them  " 
(■hristiuis  in  Pakistan  an  hpl- 
call)'  confiixxl  to  re  iaJ  I  i  « rr  b\  a 
diserinunatory  ai.a  srxlari.ui  caslc 
!^em.  Only  75  Christian  t.irnilii-s 
live  in  I  nx-rktrl,  arxl  all  oi  ilwiii 
are  ernploml  as  sanitation  work 
ers  by  the  rntorkot  .Mimiciivil 
(VKiimtlfts',  World  Watch  Moni¬ 
tor  (WWM)  reixirlrxl  .hrtx' 

Srxmx's  that  VViN  M  described 
as  “(|x(x-tts  on  Pakistan"  also  said 
Masih  s  misUeatment  liad  more 
to  do  with  a  "legary  of  the  Indiin 
caste  s\siem  than  Islarnk'  ifxsil 
ogy  about  Ixrw  tlw  Rauudin  first 
aiukl  lx-  inv-alidated  In  tvriain 
're.trktions'  on  the  (oix-  faslingj," 
WWM  wTifp.  In  1047.  the  domi¬ 
nant  power  in  the  regioa  Great 
Britain,  partitioned  India  and  al- 
knsed  tlw  lountrv  of  Pakistan  to 
he  formed  thus  tile  Indian  inllu- 
enop  that  remains  in  tne  crxintry. 

M.isi)is  fiunih  protested  las 
ileath,  i-jirTving  his  txxly  fiixn  tlx- 
hrwpita)  to  the  Umerkot  Pro^s 
Cnh  arxl  rfenxinstrating  for  atxxit 
to  hixiis.  M(>mir«  Star  ri ported 
The  Pakistan  Medical  A.'wixiatkin 
held  a  axmter  pretest  when  thne 
drxtors  iiainesl  in  the*  casr*  were 
v'haxgeil  with  criminal  negtigeixe 
and  manslaughter 


LifeWay  announces  new  2018 
Vacation  Bible  School  theme 


x!  V  - that  vanta»  pomt,^s  big  game  lessons  will  contain  the  (fospcl 

As  Vaca^  can  seetn  like  no  fon  but  when  mesa^  and  win  revolve  areurii 

ty  Uirtwghouf  the  we  .step  hack,  we  realize  the  goal  the  key  verae  of  2  Peter  l-3:  “His 

»  ctanpeting  in  our  own  divine  power  h»  (riven  is  eveiy- 

strength.  God  has  already  given  thing  required  for%  and  godB- 

thitx^di  the  knowierfoe^ 
who  calM  us  by  His  own 

remains  a  strategd'  evan- 
man>'  rmurehes. 
— .‘Way’s  VBS  alone  serves  more 
than  25,000  churches  reachii^r 
more  than  three  million  childrm. 
TFiomaB  believes  20iR's  theme 
wfll  see  the  trend  continiK-  as 
C^ie  On!  teaches  kids  how  to 
aim  for  what  leaOy  matters  now 
andfarefeinity. 

“Game  On!  is  so  much  more 
th^  a  sports  theme,*  Thomas 
said  “It’s  abrxit  meeting  people 
where  they  are  arxl  euuippuis 
them  for  life  -  thebigi^me  *^ 


'SotRhem  Bapdat  Convention 
and  fens  aertm  the  nation  fol¬ 
lowed  the  Natiroal  BasketbaU 

Aaaodi^andNatio^  Ifocl^ - :  caueo  us 

LifoW^  June  5  via  a  Facehook  Live  rev^  and  Boodne^ 

OuirtimReKiuroes  announced  party  hosted  by  LifeWay.  The  vid-  V'BSrem^aS 

*?  garnoed  more  than  35,000  gelkim  tool  for  ma 
is»  Scira  (VB^  thane.  view*  m  le»  than  a  day  and  was  Life  Way’s  VBS  alun 

(ante  Ont«  deaicned  to  help  shared  5.U  times. 

™y!®®''fo«“fc's^@unelw  “What’s  impressive  about 
tndaiig  Ihem  Jeaus  has  provid-  tho«  numbers  is  they  show  so 
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Corrections  chaplains,  vois 
gather  together  in  Flowooh 


By  Rosco*  Barnas 
Corraspondant 

More  tlian  50  chaplains  1 
and  volunteers  attended  : 
the  Miaaisaippi  Department  1 
of  Correctiona  (MDOC)  State  ^ 
Chaplains  Meeting  „hoated  i 
in  March  by  the  FIowo^  j 
Restitution  Center  IfKO 
in  Flowood. 

'  The  meetingfocused  on  the 

plans  for  the  *Tell  Me"  rallies 
being  held  across  the  state 
byUie  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Boaira  (MBCB), 
and  up^tes  on  the  Techni¬ 
cal  Violation  Centers  (TVC) 
with  a  look  at  their  goals 
a^  curriculum.  Discussions 
also  induded  >MD<X1  policies 
and  procedures. 

The  T^  Me  rallies  are  part 
of  Miaaisaippi  Bap^  Cm- 
vention  Board  OdBCB)  ^elJ 
Someone  aoi?^  campaign.  ( 
Their  purpose  was  to  help  < 
people  share  their  peraonm  < 
stoM  of  faith  by  encourag-  ( 
ing  them  to  tell  someone  what  | 
Jesus  has  done  for  them,  ac-  ^ 
cording  to  Don  Gann,  dirw- 
tor  ofMen’s  Ministry  and  m- 
saster  seUef  eoeidlnatoT  for 
MKB.  He  is  also  coordina¬ 
tor  of  Chajiaioey-Mlnletries 
for  MBCB. 

The  meeting  was  organised 
hy  Flowood  chaplain  Gwen 
McOinton  and  MDOC  direc¬ 
tor  of  rel^ous  programs, 
chaplain  Eimene  Wigeis- 
worth.  .\ccoTaMig  to  Wigels- 
worth,  MBCB  volunteers  want 
to  make  a  difference. 

"They  want  to  come  in  and 
minister  in  a  way  that  you 
think  is  best,"  he  tdd  the  au¬ 
dience  of  chaplains.  '1  believe 
here  are  offenders  who  want 
to  share  their  faith.  Some  of 
the  best  evangelists  are  wear¬ 
ing  stripe*.  I  nope  you  get  on 
board  and  make  this  happen." 

The  meeting  opened  with 
prayer  by  Kemper .fNesho^ 
Connty  regional  chaplain 
Mniryl  Rush. 

Washington  County  re- 
gianal  chaplain  Regina  I^vy 
provided  the  devoMon.  .She 
encouraged  the  andienee  to 
"remain  proactive  in  p.'Sgrer, 
fasting,  reading,  and  stiK  yliig 
the  Word  of^d."  Using  the 
.stoiy  of  Samson  as  a  them*, 
she  urged  everyone  to  pol  be¬ 
come  spiritual^  insensitive. 

♦  To  stay  relevant  to  our  cul¬ 
ture  we  must  act  and  live  bv 
the  Word  of  God,"  heavy  Min. 

She  was  followed  by  Gann, 
who  spoke  about  the  rallies. 
"We  want  to  not  onW  evan- 
e^fee,  but  to  mobiltsc  and 
liiopire  the  Baptists  of  our 
state,"  he  said.  Tu  interested 
in  evangeUam  and  apfritual 
growth,  but  I  want  you  to  have 
many  voInnteeTi  that  ean  be 
helpTul  to  your  minialry." 


BN  UPIWTG,  LWXRW  VPKT  IWTB  BT, 

XH  VGtPITP  IWPC  PAA;  PCS  CD  BPC 
XH  PQAT  ID  EAJRZ  IWTB  DJI  DU  BN 
UPIWTG’H  WPCS. 
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Clue:  U  ^  F  . 

/for*  Am  iwft  crpptopr£9)/iv  nnd  exsjw  poor 

knowledge.  A  Kmg  James  Version  BiWe  uerse 

coded  6«  letter  suhslifufton.  The  some  letter  IS  substilufed 

tkrougiiiU  the  pmk.  Solve  bti  trial  and  error.  Answtrto 

hut  wtek’e  puzde:  Luke  io:ao 
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CHAPLAINS  TOOrrMER  Chaplains,  vdontoere.  and  state 
officials  stwndmg  tha  Mississippi  DepwtmonI  of  Corroctioos  Sute 
Chaplain  Meeting  hoetod  by  the  Efowood  Rerttiition  Cen^  m 

FlowDod  induded  Ifet  Owan.  Owen  McChnloa<3>r.stv  Gutt^ 

Eugene  Wigelivvorlh.  Regina  Uavy.  Don  Gann,  and  Darryl  Hush. 
(Photo  Qpuitesv  of  Lisa  SpinItsG’Hara) 


'I  bolieve  there  are 
oHetKiers  ledio  want  to 
share  theh  faith.  Sotneof 
the  best  ewanGelists  are 
wearing  stripes." 

Eugene  Mgelsworth 

MOOC  director  of 
rariigiotio  progranu 

M 

MBCB  volunteers  have 
completed  Tell  Me  rsUito  ^n 
all  82  counties  in  Mississippi. 
Gann  said  MBCB  executive 
director-treasurer  Jim  Futral 
nioke  at  all  of  the  rallies, 
mrai,  he  said,  "love*  inmates 
and  he  loves  prison  ministry." 

MDOC  director  of  treat¬ 
ment  Pat  Owen  offered  praiae 
for  the  work  of  the  attendees: 
Thank  you  for  vdist  you  do. 
We  would  have  tons  of  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  area  of  religious 
programs  if  you  did  not  do 
yourjobs." 

MD(X:  deputy  commis- 
tioner  for  communi^  cor¬ 
rections  Christy  Gntberx 
echoed  Owen's  sentiments.  "1 
want  to  express  my  vatitude 
U>y<m  for  coming  arid  for  the 
volunteers  who  come  week  af¬ 
ter  week,"  the  said.  "I  thank 
you  for  what  you  do  and  I 
pray  for  your  lafety  and 
your  mlnlstw." 

Rpy  and  Mary  Callahan  of 
Hands  Up  Outreach  talked 
^ut  thctt  work  aa  miasion- 
arito  with  Rankfo  Asaociation. 
They  described  their  discipic- 
sUp  and  auger  menagement 
programs  for  women  offend- 
eis,  as  wen  aa  their  paitidpa- 


tion  in  art  therapy  and  Whle 
studies  wtth  male  offenders. 

They  have  served  foe  sev¬ 
eral  year*  to  P*C  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Mississippi  Correc¬ 
tiona!  Faculty  (CMCF)  ip 
Rankin  (founty. 

Attendees  also  beard  the 
testimony  of  Vicki  Demoney, 
executive  director  of  Croes- 
roads  Ministries  in  Brandon. 

Barbara  Binkley  of  Flo¬ 
wood,  Trlschelle  Johnson  of 
Simpson  County,  and  Bea¬ 
trice  Smith  of  Leflore  County 
discussed  the  operations  of 
TVCs  in  their  areas.  They 
shared  their  personal  expe¬ 
riences  and  the  goals  of  the 
TVC  program. 

Other  speakers  included 
South  Mississippi  Correction¬ 
al  Facility  chamain  Keanetb 
Powell  and  MDOC  dreofo  ad¬ 
ministrator  Audrey  Mc.\fee. 

McClinton  and  her  staff  of 
volunteers  provided  a  meal 
for  the  attendees.  Flowood 
deputy  warden  lisa  Spinks- 
O’Hara  said  she  was  "honored 
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the  .event."  She  S3SSSS1 


CHURCH  RMtniK  roR  SALE:  Piaa. 
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ctaaat  wM  ad  » ctoto  of  lam 
go*  h  ta  SpM  ARa  ooMUato  Hk  <•  h 
- SAiatoCIMaaOnc. 


to  support  the  event."  She 
said  the  Flowood  center  has 
"a  lot  going  on." 

McClinton  added,  "It  was  a 
blessing  to  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  host  aB  of  the  chaplains 
foom  MDOC  from  all  over  the 
state  of  MlaaissippL  We  have 
a  good  working  rdationship 
due  to  our  leawrship,  chap¬ 
lain  Eugene  Wigelsworth,  and 
tbaae  training  and  education¬ 
al  maetings." 

Barnes  Is  chaplain  at  the 
WUtttson  County  Correc- 
tUmed  Faeihty  in  WoodvUle. 
Edttad  for  style. 
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HORRfRBBMCDQLARB:  Qtowtodem 
ndtoBon  ad  npdn  toto  and  raRdal 

naatomtoHMsadwtodtima  CB 
aam  8ti— «to  I0MCM202 
AFFORttimjl  "lEACHIBE  RMWmli 
CODOB;  QB  BMns  8  Ctoto  fetoti.  At. 
tod  4M  tim  CMBai  Ftniir  Otowt.  to*, 
to  ptan  m  tit  Rmti.  MauBtomasto 
dnODRL  BBaaBOMi  20B7S2.123t. 
251-782.2381 


QPTI«K^35^HiSti»aUBice 
ad  Madcav  rmliiPiiB..  CB  FBOMAl- 
818Bgtolm<Ti»na*«ira«aO>iaaconi 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOUnERY,  FREE 
ERTMATES.  DaM  UphaMBY  QUtoan.  MM 
|Mra801-T78«17 

QxrURHmii  ReitAL.  ca*  wmom 

CoPtot  832. 922- 0401  pr  EmB  toMTSOQ 

aLtotortowtopaadOootonB _ 

nutt  mmx  amnlable;  tom 

SoBian  BapM  Npy  cMpMn  I' Bdili  tar 
Sudto  pdpt  mBy  cn  dtol  totot  (ptopr 
Bam.  wtoPA  nsL  die.)  WO  nSi  ndw  d 
HBtiBwg  Wn*a  d  Hadr  9M  BtoW 
Ctodv  GaSato  B  to*  (Mam  Btotil  ad 
FBa  ThaWgea  Saraato  RMnnom  aaS 
Bti  CaigintoiYia*ir»»radCortidlS«a 
aoVdOMdOBabanieoinibYoom _ 


SSWB  OUMWORKS.  MC,  antig  MS  8 

ALBctHB2CB80M0B2»70 _ 


OMMn  (MUd  0»  I  Rto  Stoai  e01«2- 
2002.  M  Mm  Hypiciamto,  SBia  aa^B 
dUto  vldom.  naai  8  dtogti  una.  anal 
8anaam,pBroo«a<<tidandnitoaaa. 

MRaitMtiicgtom _ 

WBEUen  tniSl  OLARS.  BBBMR 
oaeK  nmcATioN.  rbwr  uudBui- 
nBadgMscom  or  to  M  8014(1-7981  V  to 
8ovaiai300. 

WPOW  urn  ICREPI  8H0P  -  atodm 
adttomMdmatiiRtotiiiwpRatoB  ^ 
laaBMpaionaaadnnnaiBlaMaa 

CBTMiOpB8D1-7IMI79 


June  15. 2017  Tic  BAPngr  Rsroiio 


for  spiritual  Kuiridtitc 


CRASH 

opnf.  tromp.  1 


YOUTH  NIGHT 


us  as  always  was  to  share  the  Gospel 
salvation  in  Jesus  Christ.  >buth  Nighi 
people  to  be  on  mission  for  Christ 
be  ambassadors  representing  Jesus.* 

Don  Lum 

director  for  ttw 
Mississippi  Baptist  CMvention  Board 


(te  of  the  ^  to  arrive  at  his  pei 
Gra^  Ifemonal  Hospital  in  His  m 
dpwntwvn  Atlanta  was  Ten»r  etch^ 
Slay,  adutt  education  minister  be  OK  r 
at  Ht^nOnm*.  Holding  a  to»  l^ 
list  of  miss^  trip pattidpants  toSeck 
in  hand  ^tasceD  phone  Recei 
"‘^‘^r,^'*orked  fever-  Alhsonl 
individ-  the  bus 
uA  h^  been  taken  to  Gra^-.  the  back 
wtMt  diw  conditions  were,  throu*i 
and  whether  femfly  members  the  pave 
hM  yet  amv^.  He  was  grant-  tobeheli 
ed  access  to  the  Grady  trauma  Thras 
rooms  to  pray  with  and  en-  wristanc 
courage  the  mjured.  be—, 

„  ^  Medical  Center  wouldn't 

9au^  Au^  McBride,  student  herftiea 
mtoiatiyirtemwhohadbeenon  Ihrasl 
the  BUB,  ^  m  a  separate  room  Kafhv  li 


pro-  ing  in  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram.  “The  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  funds  looX  of  Youth 
Night,’  he  pointed  out. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Night  2018  will  be  held  on 
June  1  at  the  Mississippi  Coli--* 
•  in  Jackson.  For  more  in- 

he  nn  the  Youth  Night 

ministry,  contact  Lum  at  P.O. 
it’s  530»  Jack-son,  MS  *39205- 

eif  0530.  Telephone:  <601)  292- 
3278  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
ke  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  278. 

j.g,  8-mail:  cUum@mbcb.org. 

[jy  Web  site:  mbcb.oix. 
h- 

ch  Editor’s  note:  A  love  qgfer 
Andy  >ng  was  taken  at  Youth  Night, 
rights  too%  which  wiU  be  used 
fn  /una  gouth  missions  oc- 


Lum  said  Youth  Night  this  our  churche 

year  yielded  92  decisions  for 

Christ,  including  42  profes-  like  Youth 

sums  of  faith,  27  rededica-  i  establish  what 

tions,  and  a  number  of  calls  to  J  eenter  posts’  that  will 
ministry  and  other  decisions.  help  anchor  their  young  peo- 
Featured  speaker  for  Youth  throughout  the  year  and 
Ni^t  this  year  was  Brian  ^Pni* 'hem  on  to  an  ever-deer  * 
Mills,  collMe  pastor  at  multi-  ®'’  commitment  to  Jesus  '  I 
campus  Cross  Church  in 
northwestern  Arkansas.  Wor-  Lum  thanked  the 
ship  Wjs  led  hy  the  Josh  Maze  planning  committee  f 
Band  from  Midpoint  Church  “ard  work  in  putting  1 
Ij.  Memplw.  Maze,  a  native  Vouth  Night  for  201* 
Miss^ippian,  is  creative  and  Blister  (chairman) 
wrshrn  pastor  at  Highpoint  Church,  Florence:  ’ 

,  ,  Porrest.  First  Church 

ine  focus  as  always  was  ton;  .Jeff  Byrd,  First 
to  share  the  Gospel  message  “  r  .  1™ 

of  srivation  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Youth  Night  challeo^es  young 


people  to  be  on  m&ion  for 
Christ  —  to  be  ambassadors 
representing  Jesus,’  Lum 
pointed  out. 


Guidelines 

Haoordis  ptonwl  to  pubM)  newt  and 

i  !■■■■•  of  special  •vents  that  taha  ptaos  ■»  ooopsmdoa 

Miasiasipni  Baptist  Convention.  Nkws  ilaim 
^j^^f  jjBWOQfaphs  depicting  benefits  sod  activitias  for  aaoular 
'  fiUMiizations  wfll  not  be  puMshad 

I^Maimil  wiaUiod:  newt  may  be  submitted  alectromcaly 
^ilBasnai  wddmss  bskyrv.  and  must  be  inchidad  ai,lha 

**Bn>anl  of  an  anvMlfonn.  Secondary  mettKxl:  news 
"Bf  I*  BMpni  hlai  1  or  naady  pnmad  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  pa- 
BWid.  All  arbdas  must  ba  rscaivad  in  writing,  no  ar- 
y**W|lha  aooaplad  msr  the  taiaphona.  Dua  to  evai  pratant 
*»•  no  text  attachmanis  wiN  ba  aooaptad.  Photognaih 
SI  JPEG  format  are  parmssifato. 
tnM»  anidas  oonctae.  induda  fha  who.  what.  whan, 
of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  paraon'a 
fBpfoi  pnd  tefophona  number 

Phofo^ipha  must  ba  subrmttad  slactronicallv  via  email,  ss 
••'■eBme'its  in  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailad 
the  postal  aarvica  wW  not  ba  aooaptad.  Photographs 
Tiua!  be  dear,  sharp,  and  wsIHighted  Photographs  must  depict 
(*’^’1*  Ho  Isndacapa..  building-,  or  ob)ect-onty  phclographs  wiU 
^  cvirvwf  Pbatographs.  containing  mappropnafe  pastures  and 
I  latila  cfcahaig  wil  not  be  publishad  Cell  phone  pholo 
:  Sffoeand  other  kwv  raeolu  loo  dams  that  do  rxd  reproduca  we* 

1  OMapiaii  are  ganaraRy  not  publishable 

<B  no  guarantee  that  news  dams  and/or  photographs 
h*  PI  Misha  J,  and  unsohcdad  malarial  will  not  be 
'  ®S,n-iii1artged  or  returned  All  news  dams  are  subiect  to* 
and  ad  photographs  a  s  sufojsct  10  cropping  News 
T"’*  and/or  photographs  can  ba  publwhed  one  bme  only 

for  sUnndang  news  is  one  weak  poor  to  lequastad’ 
data.  Arttrfoi  that  am  not  data-sansdiva  wid  ba 
jJMpiMfodon  a  spaea  avafabla  baa*.  Thasa  guide'ioea  are 
ba  aKhausbva 

S^rftnbws  to  The  BaptM  ifocord.  PO  Box  530.  JwAson. 

FAX  (001)  292-3330  E-mail  baptistrwxirdB 


LMCO 


As  we  consider  bOlioDS  of 

peopie  who  hive  yet  to  Iku  the 

Goyds  we  as  Southern  Baptatii 
realize  me  best  ww  we  can  play 
our  part  in  fulfiOu^  the  cSrmt 
Comnussion  is  througb  coop- 
eratlve  eAbit  in  prayiiuL  jdvixaL 


The  HaiTcIl  €nnily  is  one  oi- 
•mpie  of  bow  Southern  hepiM 
l^ns  support  sois- 

sion.<>.  Tne  ^mib' Ih«6  on  the  edge 

or  Mosunbique’s  nwtif  m«k 
terSi  solely  to  readi  the  300.000 
Makhuwa  Nahara  pec^rfe  with 

^pa«n  Pr^nt  l>avid  Platt.  7  rxamnle  is  Nick  and 

estunat^.  Thank  you.  Southern  Ba|>-  Shannaii  CiiplancC  who  use  mod- 

wnto^Lrt-  tt^,fofgivingtothe  Lottie  Moon  era  tools  to  meet  people  and  fon* 
*mas  Ottering  CTinstmas  Ottering  to  support  relationships  in  the  ancsent  Itrf- 
s  nearly  3.600  a  growing  misskin  force  work-  ian  dtv  of  Verona.  The  gifts  abo 
persoondon  mg  to  make  disdples  and  miihi-  provide  a  wav  for  IMBm^mar- 
.  sent  ^  ttwr  churches  around  the-  world,  les  Rodney  and  Ili4en  Cim  (nut 
evangel^  T"rough  the  generosity  of  every  their  real  names)  to  lead 
lul^lyheahhy  smgie  Southern  Baptist  who  gave,  prostitidcs  away  from  life- 
tram  leaders  the  pace  (rf  God  is  resounding  to  style  in  a  notonoas  .South  Asian 
1  Mples  and  the  gloiy  iifO id  among  more  and  red-light  (iistrkt  bv  sharing  the 
y  of  God.  more  people  and  peoples.’  hopeoftheUispel." 
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Chryatotte  Thame*.  BCV  Public  Helalions  Doector  ac¬ 
cepts  peoeroo*  CoBectioo-of  cleaninp  aneJ  houseboW 
supphea  lre>m  Terri  Pierce.  VBS  Misaion  teachar  for 
FBC  WreST  POINT.  ChryileHe  shared  about  the 
needs  of  BCV  chddren  during  the  mission  study  time 


I^SlDr  Jeckia  Spencer  at  BARNES  CROSSINO 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  celebrates  another  suoceas- 
ful  VBS  end  massion  alfcrt  for  The  BefMMK  CtiBdren's 
Vrilsgs. 


Mrs.  Helen  Lyora.  on  behaM  ol  PARKWAY  BAP¬ 
TIST  CHURCH.  aiLOXI  pieeents  e  check  «o  Celaeta 
Cede,  BCV  PubBc  Befedons  Manager,  to  benefit  The 
BCV  Oeanash  Campus 


The  Shepherd  •  Psalm  23:1-6 


Thanlu  to  the  eye  black  bravery 
of  Tim  Tebow,  most  everyone  in  this 
generation  has  read  the  red  letter 
words  of  Jesus  as  recorded  in  John 
3:16.  Thanks  to  the  inspiration  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  through  the  mn  of  King 
David  resulting  in  six  little  verses  in 
Psalm  23,  the  life  of  a  sheep  sounds 
protected,  privileged  and  precious. 
As  we  agreed  in  week  one,  who 
doesn’t  love  the  Psalms?  Moreover, 
who  doesn't  most  especially  love  the 
Twenty-third  Psalm?  Many  songs 
have  l^n  penned  with  Psalm  23  in 
mind.  Fourteen  years  ago,.  I  wrote  a 
song  entitled  Psalm  2312003.  Many 
pMple  have  committedf  the  verses  of 
this  Psalm  to  memory. 

The  first  person  to  die  in  scrip- 
,  ture  was  a  shepherd  named  Abel. 
'  Abthham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  and  his 
twelve  sons  were  all  shepherds.  Mo¬ 
ses  even  did  a  little  sheep^herdine 
until  he  came  across  a  burning  bush 
and  ended  up  herding  hard-headed, 
cold-hearted,  stiff-necked  Israelites 
throu^  40  years  of  wilderness  wan¬ 
dering.  God  sent  priests  and  judges 
and  prophets  and  kings  to  shepherd 
His  people  throu^out  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament.  Last  of  all.  He  sent  His  only 
b^otten  Son  to  be  the  lamb  and 
the  shepherd. 


The  shepherd/sheep  relationship  is 
a  major  theme  throu^out  scripture. 
Jesus  built  on  that  theme  in  John  10. 
The  sheep  hear  the  voice  of  their  own 
shepherd.  Intimately,  he  calls  them . 
by  name.  Provisionally,  he  leads  them 
out  of  the  fold  to  pasture  each  day. 
Protectively,  he  goes  before  them.  IH- 
‘timately,  the  good  shepherd  is  willing 
to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  flock.  Jesus 
came  to  do 
exactly  that 
He  is  called 
the  Good 
Shepherd 
in  John  10. 

He  is  called 
the  Great 
Shepherd 
in  Hebrews 
13.  He  is 
called  the 

Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  our  Souls  in 
iPeter  2.  In  Matthew  2,  we  road  that 
Jesus  was  the  One  sent  to  "shepherd 
my  people,  Israel’  as  he  quotes  from 
the  prophecv-  recorded  in  Micah  5:2- 
5.  Jesus  is  trie  innocent,  holy  lamb  of 
God  sent  to  take  away  the  sms  of  the 
world.  One  day  He  will  seat  His  own  at 
the  marriage  supper  of  the  lamb. 

Not  only  does-David  give  us  a  clear 
picture  of  the  shepherd  and  the  sheep. 


he  also  describes  the  trail  guide  and 
the  trail  trekker  and  the  banquet  host 
and  the  table  guest.  In  six  short  vers¬ 
es,  we  see  that  we  have  everything  we 
need  for  each  day’s  journey.  God  pro¬ 
vides.  The  picture  here  is  of  complete 
renewal,  refreshment  and  restoration. 
God  directs.  There  is  a  right  path.  The 
name  and  reputation  of  the  shepherd 
is  at  stake  as  ne  chooses  the  right  path. 

As  the  shep¬ 
herd  is  hon¬ 
ored  and 
revered, the 
sheep  also 
prosper. 

There  is 
a  valley  of 
the  shadow 
of  death 

-  and  deep 

darkness 

and  testing.  The  sheep  walk  through 
this  valley  Knowing  that  they  are  also 
surrounded  by  mountains  of  protec¬ 
tion.  There  is  a  shadow,  but  even  in 
that  dark  foreboding  place,  there  Ls 
abiding  confidence  of  the  certain¬ 
ty  of  the  presence  of  light  creating 
that  shadow. 

The  ministry  of  presence  is  the  dear¬ 
est  of  all.  Pastures  green  or  brown, 
waters  still  or  rushing,  paths  through 


Explore  the  Bihfg 

with  Becky  Browm 


shadow  or  shine;  the  shepherd  is  pres¬ 
ent.  He  is  the  gift.  Being  near  to  him 
brings  ultimate  and  immediate  peace. 
The  ministry  of  presence  cancels  out 
fear.  Tools  used  to  battle  enemies  and 
predators  become  tools  of  endear¬ 
ment  to  the  sheep.  Sheep  fall  and  are 
unable  to  right  themselves.  Death  is 
the  result.  The  shepherd's  staff  can 
pull  them  out  of  the  crevasse  and  get 
them  on  their  feet  again.  The  rod  that 
is  used  to  strike  the  lion  and  the  bOr 
can  also  wound  the  leg  of  a  wayward 
sheep  to  keep  it  close  to  the  fold.  As 
the  leg  heals,  the  shepherd  will  even 
be  known  to  carry  the  sheep. 

One,  of  my  favorite  Hebrew  words 
is  found  in  the  closing  verses.  Surely 
goodness  and  mercy  shall  “follow"  me 
all  the  days  of  m;/  life.  The  word  for 
■follow"  means  literally  to  chase  with 
the  intention  of  overtaking  as  a  dog 
in  a  hunt.  Surely  goodnes.s  and  mer¬ 
cy  shall  chase  me  with  the  intention 
of  overtaking  me  as  a  dog  in  a  hunt 
Show  me  the  brown  pasture.  Show  mo 
the  rushing  stream.  Show  me  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  shadow.  Bring  on  the  ene¬ 
mies.  My  shepherd  knows  me.  1  know 
Him.  Wnat/who  el.se  do  I  need? 

Brown  is  staff  evangelist.  First 
Church.  Richlana. 


Respect  Authority  • 

Live  like  someone  has  died  for 
you.  "niis  is  a  mantra  that  I  have 
shared  many  times.  Frcm  my  family 
to  pulpits  to  writing,  these  words  are 
meant  to  anchor  my  heart  to  the  tact 
that  as  a  CMstian  I  am  to  be  differ¬ 
ent  in  all  ways  of  living.  Peter  refers 
to  such  living  a  holy  conduct  (1  Pe¬ 
ter  1:15).  Personally,  my  holy  conduct 
it  easy  to  live  out  when  it  is  expect¬ 
ed.  I  behave  correctly  when  in  the 
company  of  those  I  agree  with.  My 
words  are  soft  when  the  topic  is  to 
my  liking.  However,  my  holy  conduct 
can  turn  to  something  ugly  when  j 
topic  or  person  with  which  I  am  at 
bods  arises. 

David  felt  such  turmoil  in  this  text 
at  he  was  unjustly  persecuted  by  King 
Saul.  David  was  an  innocent  man  on 
the  run  from  a  vicious  ruler.  His  run¬ 
ning  had  led  him  to  hiding  out  as  an 
outitw  in  a  cave.  In  a  move  of  sov¬ 
ereign  coincidence,  David’s  pursuer 
happens  upon  his  hideout  cave  to  use 
at  a  rest  area.  Now  is  David’s  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  display  either  holy  conduct 
or  telfish  Intent  towards  one  whom 
can  be  viewed  as  an  enemy.  He  can 
behave  properly  towarda  Israel’s  king 
or  follow  the  urging  of  his  troops  and 
enact  vengeance  (vs.  4).  He  chooses 
to  do  the  former. 


1  Samuel  24:3-12 


With  private  respect 

David's  men  are  Wing  hunted  down 
by  the  same  savage  king.  They  too  are 
tired  of  hiding  and  desire  to  return 
home.  In  their  minds  now  is  the  op¬ 
portune  time  for  David  to  seize  the. 
throne  bv  taking  out  the  present  king. 
They  even  use  scripture  to  make  their 
point  in  vs.  4.  It  was  obvious  to  these 
met)  that  God  had  placed  .Saul  within 
striking  distance  and  had  even  given 
David  permission  to  do  to  Saul  "what 
seemed 
ood  to 
im," 

Yet  Da¬ 
vid  knew 
the  scrip¬ 
tures  tIHI 
He  knew 
that  even' 
though  .Saul 
was  be¬ 
having  as 

a  bad  king,  he  wa.s  still  Israel  s  ruler 
and  this  was  an  office  to  which  no 
one  was  elected.  God  had  anointed 
Saul  as  king  and  to  be  Gini’s  anointed 
one  meant  a  special  favor  from  God  s 
own  hand  was  on  Saul,  whether  he 
was  g<H«l  or  bad.  To  harm  .Saul  was  to 
harm  the  one  that  God  had  placH  on 
the  throne  This  re.spect  was  displayed 
in  private.  .Saul  is  within  arm’s  reach 


yet  he  is  oblivious  to  this  conversa¬ 
tion.  David  gave  his  leader  respect 
even  when  it  was  behind  the  leader  s 
back.  That  is  true  respect. 

With  public  respect 

David  would  have  been  wise  to  sini- 
ly  stay  put  in  the  cave.  Saul  would 
ave  lieen  none  the  wiser  and  David 
would  have  escaped.  Yet  the  outlaw 
comes  into  the  sunlight  and  announces 
his  aim  of  .safety  towards  King  .Saul. 

Tlie  under¬ 
stand  I  (I  g 
that  Saul 
was  tile 
a  II  o  i  n  I  c  d 
one  Iroiii 
God  to 
lead  Israel 
was  never 
far  from 
l>  a  V  I  d  ■  V 
thoughts 
He  had  privately  shown  Saul  respect 
and  now  be  was  outside  tor  ail  to  near 
his  peaceful  intentions. 

Kven  ill  disagreement  and  pcr*a'cii 
tion  David  showed  his  Ic.idcr  grace 
David  had  an  opportunity  to  take  the 
king’s  life  and  vet  wc  are  told  that  he 
bowed  low  to  pay  rex'pcct ,  .As  Saul  had 
laid  hi.s  rohe  aside  in  the  rave  and  Da 
vid  had  cut  a  portion  off  In  vs  11  wc 


see  that  David  even  refers  to  the  king 
as  "father."  What  respect  for  God's  rul¬ 
er.  Whal  an  example  for  us  to  follow. 

W’ilh  public  trust  in  God 

Yes.  Saul  had  .ictisi  in  an  iiiigiKlIv 
manner.  No.  he  not  acted  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  riwiKvt  David  lia-i  already 
proven  that  he  would  not  take  matters 
Into  hi.s  own  hands.  Sow  to  close  out 
this  sr-ene  he  let  all  his  hearers  know 
that  the  whole  of  his  defense  would  ro*  • 
tested  by  laxi  alone  Saul  was  the  lord's 
anointed  one  so  any  avenging  to  lie 
done  would  not  be  hanillcd  wrsonallv 

Romans  l;t;l  te.irhes  tlial  we  are 
to  res[)ect  those  in  government  'Ibis 
tnitii  carries  over  to  non-gov enimciii 
leaders  as  well.  It  is  the  epitome  of 
Christian  maturilv  to  subniil  to.  pr.iv 
for  and  res^wet  leaders  w  hom  wc  might 
not  see  eye  to  eve  with  and  more  -o  for 
those  who  we  know  are  leading  cofi 
trarv  to  (iod's  word 

It  may  he  an  cmplovi  r.  It  m.iy  he  .in 
unhtdieviiig  parent  ortrai  hcr  \l  somi" 
poinl.  wc  lire  sure  to  be  pl.iced  muter 
the  Icadcrshii’  orungoiilv  [u-oplc  For 
those  people,  wc  arc  to  pray  and  tepw 
sent  our  King. 

.Anfhong  is  direttor  or  the  Cvllah- 
aratitr  Missionary  Sclirork.  flxford/ 
Holly  Springs. 
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Helpful  hints  for  pastor  searches  available  now 

_ . - - — — I  C  In.  ..Mn  inonij*AW  In  lIUS  I'lOOiC  OUt 


NASHVILLE  (BP  •«<!  lo- 
mI  raporu)  -  Frank  Page, 
president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Ex«*u- 
tive  Conunittee  in  Nashville, 
has  released  a  new  ^debook 
entitl^  LookiM  ror  a  New 
Pastor  as  the  title  of  his  new 
guidebook.  Released  June  l 
by  BfcH  Publishing,  an  im¬ 
print  of  lifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC), 
the  guidebook  shares  bibli¬ 
cal  instructkin  and  practical 
insights  gleaned  from  Page’s 
34  years  in  the  pastorate 
and  his'  ongoing  denomina¬ 
tional  service. 

”1  was  inspired  to  write 
this  book  out  of  a  deep  sense 
of  need.  Having  been  a  pas¬ 
tor  a  long  time  and  now  help¬ 
ing  churches  across  our  con¬ 
vention,  1  found  that  many 
churches,  if  not  most,  strug¬ 
gle  vdien  it  comes  to  finding 
a  new  pastor,*  Page  told  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  (BP). 

*ln  almost  every  situation, 
laypersons  are  charged  vdth 
seexing  a  new  pastor  and 
many  of  them  are  unprepared 
to  ask  the  right  questions. 
Thus  the  subtitle  of  the  book, 
10  Questions  Every  Church 
Should  Ask.* 

Page  designed  the  book  for 
laypersons  who  serve  on  pas¬ 
toral  search  teams  as  well  as 
pastors  seeking  new  posts. 

Thousands  of  senior  pas¬ 
tors  resign  from  their  lobs 
in  the  U.S.  each  year.  Page 
said,  leaving  about  loK  of 
churches  wiHrthe  task  of  hir¬ 


‘I  vvas  inspired  to  write  this  book  out  IPmi 
of  a  deep  sense  of  need.  Having  been 
a  pasibr  a  long  tirro  arxl  now  helping 
churches  acros:>  our  convention,  I 
found  that  many  chuirhes,  if  not  most, 
struggle  when  it  comes  to  finding  a 
new  pastor." 

Frank  Pago 

praaidant  of  tha  Southam  Baptiat  Convantion 
ExacutWa  Cdmmittaa 


ing  a  new  leader.  Makini:  sure 
pastors  and  churches  an;  well 
suited  for  one  another  and 
communicating  needs  and 
expectations  clearly  during 
the  search  process  can  of¬ 
ten  make  the  different  in  a 
pastor's  length  of  service,  he 
pointed  out. 

“The  pitfolls  which  ch  arch¬ 
es  often  encounter  are  nany  ■ 
and  varied,’  Page  told  BP. 
•Often  the  ‘yenag’  process 
is  weak  and  this  leads  to  dif¬ 
ficult  and  sometimes  disas¬ 
trous  situations.  In  the  book, 

I  help  churches  learn  how 
to  truly  discover  the  DNA  of 
their  own  church  as  they  also 
discover  the  true  DNA  of  the 
pastoral  candidate.’ 

Page  reveals  such  insights 
as  to  things  a  pastor  wishes 
the  search  committee  had  re¬ 
vealed,  to  things  churches 
vrish  their  former  paAor  had 
tcM  them,  and  lO  thinra  the 
candidate  will  not  tell  Ae 
committee.  Included  is  advice 
on  getting  started  in  the  pasto¬ 
ral  search,  strategies  to  avoid. 


deciding  what  to  look  for  in  a 
senior  pastor,  and  questions 
to  ask  during  interviews. 

*I  belie^'e  church  leaders 
can  learn  a  great  deal  from 
reading  the  book  because  I 
share  real  life  examples  of 
tUmgs  to  watch  for,  warning 
signs  of  which  to  be  aware, 
and  successes  and  fsulures 
which  are  often  replicated 
across  the  nation,’  Page  said. 

“It.  is  a  highly  practical 
book  which  deals  with  the 
struggles  that  most  search 
committees  and  churches 
deal  with.'  , 

Page  pastored  Taylors  First 
Church  in  Taylor,  S.C.,  and 
churches  in  Georgia,  North 
Carolina,  and  Texas  before 
his  aoio  election  to  lead  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee. 
He  was  SBC  president  from 
2006-2008,  and  haa  pastored 
several  congr^tions  on  an 
interim  basw  including  First 
Church,  Jackson. 

Page’s  book  is  available  at 
UfeWay  Christian  Book  Stores 
and  other  top  retail  outlets. 


First  Person:  Giving  all  for  missions  is  worth  it 


By  Chad  Kack 
Corraapondant 

One  of  first  memo- 
tica  of  missions  was  when  1 
was  only  three  and  my  dad 
fhait  with  a 
riuirt-tenn 
mlaaion  team 
to  Guatemala 
in  March 
1978  follow- 
tng  a  massive 
earthquake 
there. 

He  was 
•art  of  our  ksck 

rfanrch’s  sec¬ 
ond  team  that  went  to  help 
Baatemalana  after  that  tnm- 
edy.  The  first  team  workeo 
alonuide  our  Foreign  MU- 
afon  Board  (now  Intematioo- 

Mission  Board)  miasioo- 
aries  to  rebuild  Damascus 
CMircb  in  Guatemala  City. 

The  second  team  wem  to 
tihe  village  of  Santo  Domingo 
Xenaco  outside  Guatemala 
to  help  those  who  loet 
frumily  members  and  homes 
ia  the  earthauake.  FoUowing 
a  herd  day  of  construction, 
the  team  would  gather  tor 


evening  worship  when  they 
would  share  the  Gospd 
wfthlocala. 

Obviously,  being  three 
yean  of  age  I  do  not  remem¬ 
ber  much  about  my  dad  being 
gone  except  what  happened 
to  him  upon  his  return  and 
how  it  impacted  our  family 
a^  my  life. 

My  dad  became  very  sick 
not  long  after  coming  back, 
and  we  soon  discovered  that 
be  had  contracted  an  infec- 
tioua  form  of  Hepatitis  A 
from  the  drinking  water 
in  Guatemala. 

Even  as  a  young  child  I 
remember  being  extremely 
concerned  over  nis  health.  It 
was  scary  to  have  your  father 
home  from  a  long  trip  and 
him  not  to  be  able  to  xet  out 
of  bed,  or  for  you  not  oe  able 
to  spend  time  around  him. 

As  I  reflect  on  that  yaars 
later,  I  am  struck  by  tw  fact 
that  I  never  beard  my  fother 
complain  about  getting  sick 
nor  have  I  ever  beard  him 
talk  poorly  about  his  mission 
trip  experience.  Perhsps  the 
most  amaxing  thing  Is  that 
it  never  slowed  him  down 


from  taking  more  trips.  He  is 
now  age  71  and  still  artrvely 
engaged  in  intematioaal  mis¬ 
sion  trips  every  year. 

Not  only  did  his  active  par¬ 
ticipation  in  missions  make 
a  lasting  imprmion  on  me, 
but  the  commitment  he  and 
my  motibier  had  to  financially 
support  missions  did  as  well. 

1  remember  them  giving  Joy¬ 
fully  and  talking  often  about 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Oaring  for  Overseas  Mis- 
sioDS  (now  International  Mis¬ 
sions)  and  the  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Easter  Offering  for 
Home  Missions  (now  North 
American  Missions) 

I  remember  them  sharing 
stories  about  missionaries 
they  had  met  while  serviiu 
and  why  giving  sacrificially 
was  so  important  to  them. 

As  they  would  share  these 
stories,  my  mind  would 
often  drift  bsck  to  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  illness.  1  would  quietly 
vnmder  why  someone  would 
give  a  week  of  vacation,  get 
extremely  sick,  and  yet  still 
be  passionate  about  sacrifi- 
ciaUy  giving  through  these 
missions  otferings  as  well 


as  the  Cooperative  Prowara 
that  also  supports  Southern 
Baptist  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  miasions. 

It  would  not  be  until  1 
stepp^  off  a  plane  in  Namib¬ 
ia,  Africa,  as  a  2i-year-o|d  on 
my  first  intemstional  mission 
trip  that  I  would  understand 
vrlut  my  dad  knew  in  1978 
about  the  joy  of  living  and  giv- 
ingto  the  Great  Ommission. 

The  Joy  1  discovered  in 
Namibia  was  the  same  jm 
that  my  parents  had  modeled . 
for  me  throughout  their  lives, 
throi^  their  faithful  and 
consistent  giving  to  their  lo¬ 
cal  church.  Each  Sunday, 
a  portion  of  their  giving 
would  go  to  fund  missions 
in  their  state  and  around  the 
world  thrpugh  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program. 

Now  that  I  am  a  pastor  and 
a  dad,  I  am  trying  to  model 
this  same  faithfulness.  1  want 
my  kids  and  my  church  to  see 
me  going  into  the  world,  lov¬ 
ing  others,  and  sharing  the 
Gospel.  1  want  my  kids  and 
church  to  see  me  sacrifice 
my  time,  talent,  and  trea¬ 
sure  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 


1  want  them  to  know  there  is 
’something  more  important 
than  safety,  than  health,  than 
wealth,  than  the  American 
dream. 

I  want  them  to  see  that 
we  can  accomplish  more  for 
the  Kingdom  together  as 
Southern  Baptiris  than  we 
can  alone,  and  that  is  why  I 
believe  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  is  the  best  way  we  lave 
to  accomplish  this  tasx. 

It  has  been  said  that  more 
is  caught  than  taught,  and 
while  I'm  not  promoting 
anyone  catching  an  infectious 
disease,  1  am  suggesting  that 
we  as  parents  and  pastors 
can  model  what  it  means 
to  cooperate  for  the  sake  of 
the  cause. 

Keck  is  senior  pastor  of 
htrst  Church,  Kettering, 

Ohio,  and  the  Coopero- 
tive  Program  rata/ust  for 
the  Midwest  with  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee.  He 
was  the  2015-2016  second 
vice  president  of  the  SBC.  His 
commentary  appears  cour- 
te.sg  of  Baptist  Press.  Edited 
for  sty  it’. 


